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The spatial variation in the soil properties affects the analysis and design of 
geotechnical structures such as slope stability analysis. This paper presents the 
reliability analysis of a soil slope using three different methods namely, first-order 
second moment (FOSM) method, Monte-Carlo simulation (MCS) method and Subset 
simulation (SS) method. The analysis has been carried out by considering the spatial 
variation of the soil properties of the slope. The correlation function and the correlation 
distance (λ) for the uncertain parameters are modelled using random field theory 
developed by Vanmarcke. The factor of safety (FOS) of the slope is determined using 
Ordinary method of slices. The reliability based probabilistic slope stability analysis has 
been carried out in a MS-Excel spreadsheet to determine the probability of failure !𝑃!# 
and reliability index (𝛽) of the slope. The spreadsheet mainly consists of three parts 
i.e., deterministic analysis, uncertainty analysis and uncertainty propagation. The study 
shows that the SS method has shown better performance as compared to FOSM 
method and MCS method especially at low failure probability levels. Also, SS method 
ensures the generation of samples in the failure region which is not always possible in 
MCS method.  
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1. Introduction 
 

The soil characteristics changes from one point to another point along both the horizontal as well 
as vertical directions. These variations are termed as the inherent spatial variability of soil. Baecher 
and Christian [1] studied that these inherent spatial variabilities of soil are independent in nature and 
thus cannot be minimized. Phoon and Kulhawy [2,3] found out that the soil properties with same 
elevation but different locations are nearly equal and the soil properties along the horizontal 
direction are more correlated to each other as compared to the vertical direction. Lump [4] proposed 
that the spatial variability of soil along the vertical direction if soil properties are normally distributed, 

 
* Corresponding author. 
E-mail address: kar.sauravshekhar2008@gmail.com 
 
https://doi.org/10.37934/araset.36.1.176188 



Journal of Advanced Research in Applied Sciences and Engineering Technology 
Volume 36, Issue 1 (2024) 176-188 

177 
 

can be modelled using the mean and standard deviation of the soil properties. But, the correlations 
between the soil properties at different location were not taken into consideration. Similarly, if the 
soil properties are log-normally distributed, then the spatial variability of soil along the vertical 
direction can be modelled using the mean and standard deviation of the logarithmic parameters soil 
properties [5]. Vanmarcke [6,7] modelled the variation in the soil properties with depth along the 
different locations by developing the correlation between the soil properties in terms of correlation 
function and correlation distance (λ). This concept is also known as random field theory. The 
correlation distance is defined as the significant distance up to which the soil property shows a strong 
correlation among each other. The correlation between the soil properties at different locations are 
characterized by a correlation function. Phoon and Kulhawy [2,3] suggested the typical value of 
correlation distance in vertical direction in the range of 0.8 – 6.1 m and average value of 2.5 m. 

The uncertainties present in the soil such as inherent spatial variability affects the analysis and 
design of geotechnical structures [8]. The probabilistic method of analysis can help to account these 
uncertainties in slope stability analysis [9]. In probabilistic slope stability analysis, the safety of the 
slope is measured in terms of reliability index (𝛽) or probability of failure $𝑃!& of the slope. The 
probability of failure of the slope is defined as the probability of having factor of safety (FOS) value 
less than one. The term reliability index and probability of failure are correlated to each other and 
given as Eq. (1). 

 
𝑃! = 1 − 	𝛷(𝛽) = 	𝛷(−𝛽)                       (1) 

 
in which,𝛷 is the standard normal cumulative distribution function. As per U.S. army corps of 
engineers [10], the values of 𝛽 varies from 5 to 1, which corresponds to 𝑃! of 3 × 10"# to 0.16. For 
a better performance of a geotechnical structure, the value of 𝛽 should be at least equal to 3 which 
corresponds to 𝑃! of 0.001 i.e., one out of thousand times, the structure will fail. The reliability index 
(𝛽) and probability of failure $𝑃!& of the slope can be estimated by several methods such as first-
order second moment (FOSM) method [11-17], Monte-Carlo simulation (MCS) method [14-22] and 
Subset simulation (SS) method [21-25].   

FOSM method is a very simple approach for performing the reliability based probabilistic analysis 
of slope. The reliability index (𝛽) of the slope is calculated by FOSM as Eq. (2). 

 
𝛽 = 	 $!"#"%

&!"#
                                                 (2) 

 
in which 𝜇'() is mean value of the factor of safety, 𝜎'() is standard deviation of the factor of safety. 
The probability of failure $𝑃!& of slope is calculated using Eq. (1). 

MCS method is a computational process of continuously calculating a mathematical operator to 
obtain a numerical result. The mathematical operator contains the random samples of the uncertain 
parameter having specified probability distributions [26]. The samples obtained from the MCS 
method is analogous to the samples observed from a physical experiment. In MCS method for slope 
stability, the mathematical operator is used to calculate the FOS of the slope and the failure occurs 
when FOS < 1. To expect a desired performance in 𝑃!, the number of samples to be generated is 
equal to 10/𝑃! [18]. That means to obtain a failure probability level of 0.001, a total 10,000 samples 
of FOS should be generated. The probability of failure $𝑃!& and its corresponding reliability index (𝛽) 
of the slope using MCS method is calculated as Eq. (3) and Eq. (4) respectively. 
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𝑃! =
*+,-./	1!23,45.2	6378*9	'.(.)	;	%	(8...,!385+/.	23,45.2)

?1?35	*+,-./	1!	23,45.2
                                                                 (3) 

 
𝛽 = 	𝛷"%(1 − 𝑃!)                                                                                                                      (4) 

 
SS method is an advanced MCS method developed by Au et al., [21], Wang et al., [22], Au and 

Wang [23] and Au and Beck [24] to improve the efficiency and resolution of MCS method especially 
at low failure probability levels. This method uses Markov Chain Monte-Carlo Simulation [27,28] 
method to generate the samples based on Bayes’ conditional probability theorem. This method uses 
the concept that the small failure probability event can be expressed in terms of several intermediate 
failure events having larger conditional probability. The conditional samples of these intermediate 
failure events are generated using Markov Chains until the target failure region is obtained. Let 𝑌 =
𝐹𝑂𝑆 be the output for slope stability problem and the probability that 𝑌 is lesser than a threshold 
value 𝑥 is of interest, (i.e., 𝑃(𝑌	 = 	𝐹𝑂𝑆	 < 	𝑥)) and 𝑥	 = 	 𝑥* < 	𝑥*"% <. . . < 𝑥@ < 	𝑥%be increasing 
order of 𝑛 intermediate threshold value. Let 𝐹8 = 𝑌	 < 	𝑥8 , 𝑖 = 	1, 2, . . . , 𝑛 be the intermediate events. 
The probability of failure can be written as Eq. (5). 

 
𝑃! = 𝑃(𝑌 < 	𝑥) = 	𝑃(𝑌 < 𝑥%)𝑃(𝑌 < 𝑥@|𝑌 < 𝑥%) ×	∙∙∙	× 𝑃(𝑌 < 𝑥,|𝑌 < 𝑥,"%)                                            (5) 

 
The threshold intermediate values (𝑖. 𝑒.		𝑥*, … , 𝑥@, 𝑥%) are generated such that the sample 

estimates of 𝑃(𝑌 < 𝑥%) and {𝑃(𝑌 < 𝑥8|𝑌 < 𝑥8"%), 𝑖 = 1, 2, … , 𝑛} corresponds to a conditional 
probability value equals to 0.10 [21-24]. The number of samples generated by SS depends on four 
parameters i.e., number of runs (𝑅), number of samples generated per level (𝑁), Conditional 
probability (𝑃1) and highest SS level (𝑚). The total number of samples generated by SS per run is 
equal to 𝑁 +𝑚𝑁(1 − 𝑃1).  

This paper presents reliability based probabilistic analysis of a soil slope using FOSM method, MCS 
method and SS method. The four cases based on inherent spatial variation of soil properties of the 
slope have been considered in this study. The value of correlation distance (𝜆) among the uncertain 
soil parameters along the vertical direction is taken as 2.0 m. The FOS of the soil slope is determined 
using limit equilibrium based ordinary method of slices [29]. The analysis has been developed and 
executed in a MS-Excel spreadsheet, which mainly consists of three parts i.e., deterministic model 
generation, uncertainty model generation and uncertainty propagation [15-17]. It has been seen that 
SS method has shown better performance as compared to FOSM method and MCS method especially 
at low failure probability levels. Also, the number of samples generated by SS method has significantly 
reduced as compared to the MCS method. Moreover, SS method guarantee the sample generation 
in the failure region which is not always possible in MCS method.  

 
2. Problem Statement 

 
A soil slope considered by Malkawi et al., [30] has been studied to assess its reliability. The cross 

section of the slope is shown in Figure 1.  
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Fig. 1. Cross-section of the slope 

 
The soil properties of slope and their coefficient of variation (c.o.v) taken in this study are shown 

in Table 1. The cohesion (𝑐) and friction angle (𝜙) of the soil is considered as an uncertain parameter 
and the unit weight of soil (𝛾) is taken as constant. The hard stratum is present at 10 m below the 
top of the soil slope. 
 

Table 1 
Soil properties and their c.o.v 

Soil parameters Mean value 
Coefficient of variation, c.o.v. (ν) 
Case 1 Case 2 Case 3 Case 4 

Cohesion, c 10.0 kN/m2 0.10 0.20 0.30 0.40 
Angle of internal friction, 𝜙 10.0° 0.05 0.10 0.15 0.20 
Unit weight, 𝛾 17.64 kN/m3 ---- ---- ---- ---- 

 
3. Methodology 

  
The reliability analysis has been performed in a MS-Excel spreadsheet with the help of Visual Basic 

for Application (VBA) functions. The spreadsheet mainly consists of three parts i.e., deterministic 
model generation, uncertainty model generation and uncertainty propagation model. The 
Deterministic model is developed to calculate the FOS value of the slope using ordinary method of 
slices. In order to determine the FOS, the system parameters such as slope geometry, soil profile, soil 
characteristics, slip surface geometry etc. should be properly defined in the deterministic model. The 
deterministic model developed for the slope stability problem is shown in Figure 2. VBA codes have 
been run for calculating the FOS values for different combinations of centre coordinates (𝑥, 𝑦) and 
radius of slip surface and then identifying the minimum value as the FOS of the slope, which 
corresponds to the critical slip surface having centre coordinate(𝑥A , 𝑦A) and radius(𝑟). For slope 
stability problem, the FOS is obtained as 1.29 having critical slip surface coordinate (3.8, 7.5) and 
radius of 9.0 m. 

An uncertainty model shown in Figure 3 is developed to generate the random samples of 
uncertain soil parameters based on their probability distribution. The 10 m soil slope is assumed to 
be divided into 10 layers of 1.0 m thickness. Total eleven independent and identically distributed 
random variables are required at 11 depths. Let 𝑐̅ = [𝑐%(𝑑%), 𝑐@(𝑑@), … , 𝑐%%(𝑑%%)]B  be vector of𝑐8at 
depth𝑑8and 𝜙P = [𝜙%(𝑑%), 𝜙@(𝑑@), … , 𝜙%%(𝑑%%)]B  be vector of 𝜙8  at depth 𝑑8, where 𝑖 = 1,2, … ,11. 
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Fig. 2. Deterministic model for slope stability problem 

 
The inherent spatial variation in 𝑐 and 𝜙of soil along the vertical depth is modelled by 1-D random 

field theory and are log-normally distributed having an exponential correlation function. Let𝑐(𝑑) and 
𝜙(𝑑)be the cohesion and friction angle of soil at depth(𝑑), then the correlation between 𝑙𝑛[𝑐8(𝑑8)] 
and 𝑙𝑛R𝑐C(𝑑C)Sand between 𝑙𝑛[𝜙8(𝑑8)] and 𝑙𝑛R𝜙C(𝑑C)Sat depth 𝑑8  and 𝑑C is given as Eq. (6). 

 

𝑅P 	= 	𝑅8C = 𝑒D"
$|&'(&)|

* E                                                                                                                      (6) 
 

in which 𝑅P is the correlation function between the uncertain soil parameters and λ is correlation 
distance between the uncertain soil parameters. When the 𝑐 and 𝜙 of soil are log-normally 
distributed, then in space domain as per Cao et al., [14], it can be represented as Eq. (7) and Eq. (8) 
respectively. 

 
𝑙𝑛(𝑐) = 𝑈𝑙 ̅ + 𝐶𝐿	X𝑍̅                                                                                                                      (7) 

 
𝑙𝑛(𝜙) = 𝑀𝑙 ̅ + 𝐷𝐿	X𝑍̅                                                                                                                      (8) 

 
where 𝑈 and 𝐶 are the mean and standard deviation of	𝑙𝑛[𝑐(𝑑)], 𝑀 and 𝐷 are the mean and standard 
deviation of	𝑙𝑛[𝜙(𝑑)], 𝑙 ̅is a column vector with 11 components all equal to one, 𝑍̅ is 11 dimensional 
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standard normal vector, 𝐿P is a 11	 × 11 dimensional lower triangular matrix obtained by Cholesky 
decomposition of correlation function 𝑅P such that 𝑅P = 𝐿P𝐿PB. The generation of  𝐿P matrix is obtained 
using MATLAB code. 

Figure 3 shows the uncertainty model generated for coefficient of variation (c.o.v.) of cohesion 
(νc) and c.o.v. of friction angle (νϕ) equals to 0.10 and 0.05 respectively. Similarly, different 
uncertainty models are generated for the different c.o.v. values of cohesion and friction angle. For 
this slope stability problem, four different uncertainty models are generated for four cases. The value 
of 𝑐 (cells D18:N18 of Figure 3) and 𝜙 (cells D24:N24 of Figure 3) generated are random and these 
values are copied to the values of 𝑐 (cells D10:N10 in Figure 2) and 𝜙 (cells D11:N11 in Figure 2) in 
deterministic model by entering formulas in the cells, which links both the model. Now, the values of 
FOS which will be generated in the deterministic model will be random (Cell N7 in Figure 2). At this 
stage, by pressing the F9 key in Excel can generate the random values of FOS and one can generate 
the required sample size. In place of constantly pressing the F9 key, a VBA macro code has been 
written and run in MS-Excel to calculate the n number of random samples of FOS at a time. For the 
slope stability problem, a total of 5000 samples of the FOS are generated and reliability analysis of 
the soil slope has been performed using FOSM method and MCS method. 

 

 
Fig. 3. Uncertainty model generated for νc =0.10 and νϕ = 0.05 (case 1) 

 
After linking the above two models, the uncertainty propagation is carried out using subset 

simulation (SS) method as an Excel Add-In called Uncertainty Propagation using Subset Simulation 
(UPSS). After each simulation run, the UPSS gives the plot for driving variable (	𝑃(𝑌	 = 	𝐹𝑂𝑆	 < 	𝑥)) 
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versus threshold value𝑥	and based on the information, histogram or probability of failure $𝑃!& and 
its corresponding reliability index (𝛽) of the slope can be estimated. For the slope stability problem, 
SS method is performed using following parameters i.e., number of samples per level,	𝑁 = 500, 𝑃F = 
0.1, number of simulation level, 𝑚 = 2 and number of runs, 𝑅 = 1. The total number of samples 
generated is equal to 500 + 2 (1 – 0.1) 500 = 1400 (i.e., 500 samples in level 0, 450 samples in level 1 
and 450 samples in level 2). 

 
4. Results and Discussion  

 
Total 5000 samples of FOS have been generated using MCS method for four different cases. The 

FOS histogram obtained from MCS samples have been shown in Figure 4. The detailed analysis of the 
FOS histogram is presented in Table 2.  

 

 
Case 1 

 
Case 2 

 
Case 3 

 
Case 4 

Fig. 4. FOS histogram obtained from MCS method 
 
Table 2 shows the probability of failure (𝑃!) and reliability index (𝛽) of the soil slope obtained 

for four different cases using MCS method. For example, (say case 2), 7 samples out of 5000 samples 
have failed i.e., 7 samples have FOS value less than one. The probability of failure (𝑃!) of the slope is 
calculated as 7/5000 = 0.14 % which corresponds to the reliability index (𝛽) equals to 𝜙"%(0.14%) = 
2.99. Similarly, 𝑃! and 𝛽 have been calculated for other cases as shown in Table 2. It has been 
observed that with the increase in the c.o.v. values of soil parameters (𝑐 and 𝜙), the probability of 
failure of the slope increases and thus, the slope becomes less reliable. 
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Table 2 
Result obtained from MCS method 

Method Total number of 
samples generated 

Coefficient of variation (ν) Failure 
samples (FOS 
< 1) 

Probability of 
failure 
(𝑃+) % 

Reliability 
Index 

(𝛽) 
Cohesion 
(νc) 

Angle of 
internal 
friction (ν𝜙) 

Cases 

MCS 5000 

0.10 0.05 Case 
1 

0 - - 

0.20 0.10 Case 
2 

7 0.14 2.99 

0.30 0.15 Case 
3 

118 2.36 1.98 

0.40 0.20 Case 
4 

357 7.14 1.46 

 
The FOSM method has been applied on 5000 MCS samples of FOS. The mean and standard 

deviation of FOS samples for four different cases has been shown in Table 3. For example, (say case 
3), the mean and standard deviation of 5000 samples of FOS is obtained as 1.291 and 0.165 
respectively. The reliability index (𝛽) is equals to (1.291 − 1) 0.165⁄ = 1.76 and its corresponding 
probability of failure (𝑃!) of the slope is equals to 𝛷(−1.76) = 3.92	%. The same procedure has 
been adopted for calculating the 𝛽 and 𝑃! for other cases. 

 
Table 3 
Result obtained from FOSM method 

Method 
Total number 
of samples 
generated 

Coefficient of variation (ν) 
Mean of 
the 
samples 

Standard 
deviation of 
the samples 

Reliability 
Index 

(𝛽) 

Probability 
of failure 
(𝑃+) % 

Cohesion 
(νc) 

Angle of 
internal 
friction 
(ν𝜙) 

Cases 

FOSM 5000 

0.10 0.05 Case 
1 1.289 0.056 5.16 1.23E-05 

0.20 0.10 Case 
2 1.288 0.114 2.53 0.57 

0.30 0.15 Case 
3 1.291 0.165 1.76 3.92 

0.40 0.20 Case 
4 1.288 0.221 1.30 9.68 

 
Figure 5 shows the reliability index obtained using FOSM method for different sample size ranging 

from 50 to 5000 for four cases. It can be seen that with the increase in the sample size, the value of 
reliability index is almost constant. 
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Fig. 5. Reliability index for different sample size using FOSM method 

 
The FOS histogram obtained from three different levels of SS method for four cases are shown in 

Figure 6. The number of samples generated in level 0 is equal to 500, level 1 is equal to 450 and level 
2 is equal to 450. It can be seen from Figure 6 that with the increase in simulation level, the samples 
are shifting towards the failure region. The detailed analysis of the histogram obtained from SS 
method is presented in Table 4.  
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 νc= 0.30, ν𝜙= 0.15 (case 3)  

 
  

 νc= 0.40, ν𝜙= 0.20 (case 4)  
Fig. 6. FOS histogram obtained from SS method 

0

2

4

6

8

50 10
0

20
0

30
0

40
0

50
0

60
0

70
0

80
0

90
0

10
00

15
00

20
00

25
00

30
00

35
00

40
00

45
00

50
00

Re
lia

bi
lit

y 
In

de
x

Generated Sample Size

νc = 0.10, ν𝜙 = 0.05 (case 1)

νc = 0.20, ν𝜙 = 0.10 (case 2)

νc = 0.30, ν𝜙 = 0.15 (case 3)

νc = 0.40, ν𝜙 = 0.20 (case 4)

0

100

1.
22

1.
25

1.
28

1.
31

1.
34

1.
37 1.

4
1.

43
1.

46Fr
eq

ue
nc

y

FOS

LEVEL 0

0

100

1.
1

1.
12

1.
14

1.
16

1.
18 1.

2

1.
22Fr

eq
ue

nc
y

FOS

LEVEL 1

0
50

100

0.
99

1.
01

1.
03

1.
05

1.
07

1.
09Fr

eq
ue

nc
y

FOS

LEVEL 2

0

100

1.
15

1.
22

1.
29

1.
36

1.
43 1.

5
1.

57
1.

64Fr
eq

ue
nc

y

FOS

LEVEL 0

0

100

1.06 1.08 1.1 1.12 1.14Fr
eq

ue
nc

y

FOS

LEVEL 1

0

500

0.98 1 1.02 1.04 1.06Fr
eq

ue
nc

y

FOS

LEVEL 2

0

50

1.
06

1.
14

1.
22 1.

3
1.

38
1.

46
1.

54
1.

62 1.
7

1.
78Fr

eq
ue

nc
y

FOS

LEVEL 0

0

100

0.
95

0.
97

0.
99

1.
01

1.
03

1.
05Fr

eq
ue

nc
y

FOS

LEVEL 1

0

200

0.
83

0.
85

0.
87

0.
89

0.
91

0.
93

0.
95Fr

eq
ue

nc
y

FOS

LEVEL 2

0

50

1.
01

1.
17

1.
33

1.
49

1.
65

1.
81

1.
97

2.
13

2.
29Fr

eq
ue

nc
y

FOS

LEVEL 0

0

100

0.
81

0.
84

0.
87 0.

9
0.

93
0.

96
0.

99Fr
eq

ue
nc

y

FOS

LEVEL 1

0

200

0.72 0.74 0.76 0.78 0.8

Fr
eq

ue
nc

y

FOS

LEVEL 2



Journal of Advanced Research in Applied Sciences and Engineering Technology 
Volume 36, Issue 1 (2024) 176-188 

185 
 

Table 4 shows the result obtained using SS method for four different cases. For example, (say 
case 2), 0 samples out of 500 samples have failed (i.e., FOS < 1) in level 0 of SS, 0 samples out of 450 
samples failed (i.e., FOS < 1) in level 1 of SS and 76 samples out of 450 samples have failed (i.e., FOS 
< 1) in level 2 of SS. The probability of failure (𝑃!) is calculated as 0.1 × 0.1 × 76/450 = 0.17 % and 
its corresponding reliability index (𝛽) is found out to be 𝜙"% (0.17%) = 2.93. As compared to the MCS 
method, the occurrence of failure events increases significantly in SS method. 

 
Table 4 
Result obtained from SS method 

Method 
Total number 
of samples 
generated 

Coefficient of variation (ν) Number of samples 
having FOS < 1 Probability 

of failure 
(𝑃+) % 

Reliability 
Index 

(𝛽) 
Cohesion 
(νc) 

Angle of 
internal 
friction (ν𝜙) 

Cases Level 
0 

Level 
1 

Level 
2 

SS 1400 

0.10 0.05 Case 
1 

0 0 23 0.05 3.29 

0.20 0.10 Case 
2 

0 0 76 0.17 2.93 

0.30 0.15 Case 
3 

0 119 450 2.64 1.94 

0.40 0.20 Case 
4 

0 399 450 8.87 1.35 

 
Table 5 shows the comparison of the results obtained for four different cases from FOSM method, 

MCS method and SS method of reliability analysis. The reliability index of the slope varies from 5.16 
to 1.30 (FOSM method), 2.99 to 1.46 (MCS method) and 3.29 to 1.35 (SS method). It can be observed 
that in case of rare events (i.e., probability of failure is very low), the SS method generates the 
samples in failure region which is not always possible with MCS method (i.e., Case 1). Also, it can be 
seen that MCS method underestimates the probability of failure and thus, gives higher value of 
reliability. This situation is not ideal for a geotechnical structure especially the heavy ones like dams, 
bridges etc. Moreover, the SS method has generated less samples as compared to MCS method and 
shown a better performance in terms of generating failure samples.  

 
Table 5 
Comparison of results obtained from different reliability methods 

Coefficient of variation (ν) FOSM Method MCS Method SS Method 

Cohesion 
(νc) 

Angle of 
internal 
friction 
(ν𝜙) 

Cases 
Probability 
of failure 
(𝑃+) % 

Reliability 
Index 

(𝛽) 

Probability 
of failure 
(𝑃+) % 

Reliability 
Index 

(𝛽) 

Probability 
of failure 
(𝑃+) % 

Reliability 
Index 

(𝛽) 

0.10 0.05 Case 
1 1.23E-05 5.16 - - 0.05 3.29 

0.20 0.10 Case 
2 0.57 2.53 0.14 2.99 0.17 2.93 

0.30 0.15 Case 
3 3.92 1.76 2.36 1.98 2.64 1.94 

0.40 0.20 Case 
4 9.68 1.30 7.14 1.46 8.87 1.35 
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5. Conclusion 
 
This paper presents reliability analysis of a soil slope by considering various uncertainties in soil 

parameters. The analysis has been performed using FOSM method, MCS method and SS method. The 
whole procedure for determining the reliability of slope has been carried out in a MS-Excel 
worksheet. The deterministic model of the slope is developed based on the limit equilibrium method 
and further has been extended to a probabilistic method of analysis by considering the inherent 
spatial variation in soil parameters. Based on the above results and discussion, the following 
conclusions can be made: 

 
i. The combination of uncertainty model using random field theory and deterministic model 

using limit equilibrium method can provide a better understanding to consider the failure 
mechanism caused due to inherent spatial variation of soil parameters. 

ii. The probability of failure of the slope increases significantly with increase in the c.o.v. 
value of cohesion and friction angle of the soil and subsequently, the reliability of the 
slope decreases. 

iii. The FOSM method directly calculates the reliability index of the slope using the samples 
generated by MCS method. This method does not provide any information regarding the 
failure samples. 

iv. MCS method is very simple and efficient approach for performing the reliability analysis 
but this method may not generate the samples in the failure region in rare events (e.g., 
Table 5, case 1).  

v. For such rare events, a very large number of samples (>5000) are required to be generated 
in MCS method for getting the desired failure probability level.  

vi. The SS method makes sure that the samples are generated in the failure region with lesser 
number of samples (1400). The results also indicate that the SS method has performed 
better as compared to MCS method and FOSM method and is more reliable. 
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