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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article history: Fluid mechanics plays a crucial role in everyday life, enabling the selection of accessories,
Received 26 October 2023 materials, and various components essential for a system through which fluid flows.

Received in revised form 24 February 2024 pressure drop stands out as one of the most relevant factors in the design of fluid flow
Accepted 6 March 2024 systems. However, analytical and experimental physical methods can increase these
Available online 30 March 2024 analyses' costs and time. Hence, in this study, statistical tools are employed to carry out
specific experiments supported by numerical fluid simulation, aiming to comprehend the
pressure drop behavior in a fluid as it passes through a globe valve. This valve, in turn,
possesses distinct operating and manufacturing characteristics. The methods employed
encompass a complete factorial system of response surface as support to construct the
experimental design path through computational fluid dynamics. Among the key findings,
it is demonstrated that, for systems with relatively low flow rates, the valve opening
percentage does not exhibit a significant relationship with fluid pressure drop.
Conversely, significant effects are observed for systems with relatively high flow rates

Keywords: regarding the valve opening percentage and pressure drop, reaching values of up to 73%
Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD); pressure drop in this study. It can be inferred that the integration of statistical
DOE statistical techniques; globe experimental design techniques and computational fluid dynamics constitutes a valuable
valve; response surface; roughness resource for studying the pressure drop of a fluid passing through a system.

1. Introduction

The application of Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) in systems involving hydraulic valves is
essential for enhancing performance, efficiency, and safety while concurrently reducing costs and
development time. This approach enables a more precise and efficient focus on the design and
operation of valves across various industrial and engineering applications.

Design and optimization through CFD allow the simulation of fluid flow through valves, analyzing
how their design influences efficiency, pressure loss, control capacity, and lifespan. This facilitates
the optimization of the design to meet the specific requirements of a given system, as presented in
previous studies [1-3]. Moreover, by identifying areas where energy losses occur in the simulated
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system, these losses can be minimized, significantly impacting energy efficiency and operational
costs.

CFD tools also contribute to cost reduction in development and testing, as adjustments can be
made in a computational environment to achieve the expected results, thereby improving the
performance and safety required by the design. Additionally, the application of Design of
Experiments (DOE) in fluid mechanics aids in the analysis of developed tests, providing a valuable
assessment of fluid behavior in simulated systems and optimizing performance efficiently and
effectively, as indicated in previous studies [4-8].

Furthermore, CFD analysis allows for the study of the effects of hydraulic jumps caused by
obstacles in the path of a fluid, significantly affecting its behavior. This leads to an increase in the
Reynolds number and, consequently, an increase in fluid energy, as demonstrated in the work of
Jasim et al., [9]. CFD is widely employed in various studies to examine the thermal and pressure drop
effects of fluid flow through corrugated or obstructed surfaces, as shown in previous studies [10-14].

Measuring the pressure drop of a fluid passing through pipes and fittings is crucial, as it impacts
the power and energy consumption of devices driving the fluids, thereby influencing investment,
operational costs, and maintenance, as indicated in previous studies [15-20].

In works such as Bu et al., [21], the behavior of fluid flow through a control valve is simulated to
obtain a model for predicting the flow coefficient through the valve, varying opening positions and
flow velocities. In other studies, such as Garg et al., [22] the effect of air pressure flowing through a
pipe is determined by analyzing leakage behavior in the pipe, all through the application of CFD
techniques. Reich's [23] work evaluates the behavior of steam flow through a valve by adjusting
control input conditions, such as flow velocities. Serani et al., [24] conducted a study using adaptive
sampling methods linked to the CFD simulation process to optimize the performance of the dynamic
fluid system they studied.

In studies such as those presented by Al-Obaidi et al., [25-27] and Al-Obaidi [28], they develop
simulated and experimental models of the behavior of fluid mechanics in axial pump systems, where
the influence of the pressure difference behavior stands out in the process stages, reflecting a good
approximation of the experimental and simulated study highlighting the effectiveness of the use of
the CFD technique. These studies examined the influence of geometric parameters of the studied
system and turbulence models on the behavior of fluids using CFDs, which are very close to
experimental data.

Consequently, in other fields of fluid mechanics studied by Al-Obaidi et al., [29], they analyze
cases where cavitation occurs when using CFD fluid techniques for centrifugal pump systems,
obtaining findings that correlate the impact of pressure, speed, and geometric characteristics of the
system to detect the phenomenon of cavitation.

For the reasons mentioned earlier, this study examines the pressure drop behavior of a fluid
flowing through a globe valve, applying computational fluid mechanics techniques such as CFD, and
supported by statistical tools for experimentation like DOE. These contribute to an efficient
interaction for resource savings.

2. Materials and Methods
It is essential to model the dynamic fluid behavior of a fluid passing through a globe valve system
to evaluate the system's pressure drop under specific initial process conditions. To achieve this, the

analysis is implemented through a Design of Experiments (DOE) that allows for correlating the tests
applied at each stage of the process, simulated through CFD.
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This is where an analysis of variance (ANOVA), applying response surfaces in statistical tools used
for a DOE, enables an understanding of the relationship between independent and dependent
variables, as explained in Chen et al., [30].

In a design of experiments, experiments are planned and executed to explore how independent
variables (factors) affecting a dependent variable (response) are systematically designed to obtain
data that helps understand the influence of factors on the response variable and, simultaneously,
find optimal conditions in a simulated design space.

In the current study, a response surface-based design of experiments will be applied for a
complete 373 factorial design, with three factors and, for each of these, three levels of quantitative
variation, along with a quantitative response variable. This results in 27 treatments for a good
approximation of the result in a regression equation.

The factors chosen for the DOE are the surface roughness of the globe valve material (Ra), the
valve opening percentage (%A), and the flow rate (Q). The response variable is the pressure drop (AP)
expressed in kPa. The choice of the application range will be based on the operating values in this
type of system. The Ra of materials used for hydraulic valves may vary depending on the type of
metal and the manufacturing process and is generally measured in micrometers um. For three
common metals used in hydraulic valves, such as Stainless Steel, Brass, and Aluminum, Ra values
typically fall within the following operating range: Stainless Steel from 0.2 to 0.6 um, Brass from 0.8
to 1.6 um, Aluminum from 1.6 to 3.2 um. Therefore, the factors and treatment levels will be
expressed as shown in Table 1.

Table 1

Factors implemented in the DOE

Factors Minimum level: -1 Medium level: 0 Maximum level: +1
Ra [um] 0.2 1.7 3.2

%A [%] 20 60 100

Q [m’/s] 0.001 0.0155 0.03

To initiate the CFD simulation, we begin by obtaining the Computer-Aided Design (CAD) of the
target globe valve, as illustrated in Figure 1 below.

D125

Fig. 1. Geometry of the studied globe valve, units in mm
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The volumetric mesh is generated, and boundary conditions, including entry, exit, and wall
effects, are assigned. Mesh inflation conditions were applied during volumetric meshing to model
the boundary layer effects of the fluid as it passes through the valve passage. Figure 2 below shows
the setup of the system.

0,000 0150 0300¢m) 0,000 0150 0,300(m)
I I ] L EEaa—— ESSS—

0,075 0,225 0075 0225

Fig. 2. Generated volumetric meshing of the system

When conducting numerical analysis and modeling of the behavior of fluid flowing through a
globe valve, it is essential to activate the relevant equations for the effective implementation of the
process. These equations include the energy equation, momentum equation, continuity equation,
viscosity equation, among others.

The development of these equations is achieved through CFD analysis, utilizing tools for fluid flow
behavior analysis. This involves working with a set of equations specifically tailored for the k-¢
turbulence model, represented by Eq. (1) and Eq. (2), as indicated in Al-Obaidi et al., [25], Alvarez et
al., [31], and Li et al., [32].

5} d 5} ok

a(pk)_i_a_xj(pkuj):a_xj[rka_xj]—l_Gk—l_Gb_pe_YM-l_Sk (1)
a a a d¢ g2 €

5 (Pe) + 6_x]_(.0€uj) = o, [Fe a_x,] = pCoe—+ Cio o (G + C3:Gp) + S; (2)

In these equations, p is the fluid density, u is the fluid velocity, Gk represents the generation of
turbulent kinetic energy due to mean velocity gradients, while G¢ represents the generation of €. Ik
and e denote the effective diffusivity of k and &g, respectively. Gy is the generation of turbulence
kinetic energy due to buoyancy, Ywm represents the contribution of fluctuating expansion in
compressible turbulence to the overall dissipation rate. Sxand S, are user-defined source terms, and
the C; values are design constants.

To carry out the study in a controlled manner, an initial pressure value was set as an input border
doncicion with a value of 300 kPa, characteristic value in aqueduct tubers as observed in a study by
Carpintero et al., [7], this for all treatments, since in CFD simulations for fluid flows, the pressure
should be indicated as the input boundary, and the flow rate should be indicated as the output
boundary for this type of study.
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3. Results

Once the experiments supported by the CFD tool have been conducted, the treatment table is
obtained based on the levels of the independent variables used, along with its corresponding result
in the response variable, which, in this research, is the pressure drop. Table 2 below presents the
developed Design of Experiments (DOE), and after this, the behaviors of these treatments in the CFD
program will be illustrated.

Table 2

DOE results performed for globe valve system

Q %A Ra AP
0.001 20 0.2 0.225
0.0155 20 0.2 55.108
0.03 20 0.2 213.88
0.001 60 0.2 0.067
0.0155 60 0.2 14.223
0.03 60 0.2 59.133
0.001 100 0.2 0.049
0.0155 100 0.2 11.63
0.03 100 0.2 43.813
0.001 20 1.7 0.249
0.0155 20 1.7 55.95
0.03 20 1.7 216.155
0.001 60 1.7 0.065
0.0155 60 1.7 13.809
0.03 60 1.7 58.255
0.001 100 1.7 0.049
0.0155 100 1.7 11.474
0.03 100 1.7 43.343
0.001 20 3.2 0.247
0.0155 20 3.2 56.731
0.03 20 3.2 220.079
0.001 60 3.2 0.065
0.0155 60 3.2 13.831
0.03 60 3.2 58.04
0.001 100 3.2 0.051
0.0155 100 3.2 11.553
0.03 100 3.2 41.678

The results are depicted through pressure profiles for each treatment configuration conducted in
the 27 DOE experiments. Figure 3 below illustrates the pressure drop behavior as the fluid flows
through the globe valve, considering a minimum valve opening level and varying the flow rate and
surface roughness within their respective ranges of values.
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Fig. 3. Tests for pressure drop for a minimum valve opening level
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2.191e+02 [
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Based on the visual results presented in the previous Figure 3, it is noteworthy that the variation
in pressure drop becomes evident as the fluid flow rate increases. In contrast, the impact is less
pronounced when maintaining a constant flow rate while varying the surface roughness.

Where it is highlighted that for the maximum flow value, the highest-pressure drops are obtained
in the System by maintaining an opening percentage of 20% of the valve, for the minimum, medium,
and high roughness values the drop values. pressure was 213.88, 216.155 and 220.079 kPa
respectively. The Figure 4 below shows the maximum velocity value in the study, which was 21.46
my/s for a valve opening percentage of 20%.

Velocit
Plane

2.146e+01
1.610e+01
1.073e+01
5.365e+00

0.000e+00
[m 1]

Fig. 4. Velocity profile for a minimum valve opening
level, maximum flow rate and maximum roughness
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In Figure 5 below, the schematic sequence is replicated for a medium valve opening level.

Eressue. Q-1 Ra:-1  %A:0  bressure Q0  Ra-l  %A:0 Ersesire Q:+1  Ra-l  %A:0
3.000e+02 3.008e+02 3013e+02

3.000e+02 2.894e+02 2.560e+02
2.999e+02 ' 2.836e+02 2.334e+02
2.999e+02 [ | 2.779e+02 2.107e+02 1
[kPa] [kPa] al
prossure Q-1 Ra:0  %A:0 Prossure Q:0  Ra:0  %A:0 P

3.008e+02 3.013e+02

2.952e+02 - 2.789e+02 =

2.895e+02 2.565e+02

2.839e+02 2.340e+02
2.782e+02 [ 2.116e+02 [0
[kPa] [kPa]
Pressure Pressure P
Plane 1 Q:-1 Ra: +1 %A:0 Plane 1 Q:0 Ra: +1 %A: 0 Plano i Q:+1 Ra: +1 %A: 0
3.000e+02 3.008e+02 3.013e+02
3.000e+02 2.950e+02 2.793e+02
3.000e+02 2.802e+02 2.573e+02
2.999e+02 ' 2.834e+02 2.353e+02
2.999e+02 | 2.775e+02 1 | 2.133e+02 [
[kPa] [kPa] [kPa]

Fig. 5. Tests for pressure drop for a medium valve opening level

Similar to Figure 3, in the Figure 5 the pressure drop behavior is primarily influenced by increasing
flow values and is less significantly affected by variations in the surface roughness of the valve.

It is highlighted that for the average flow value, the following pressure drop values are obtained
from the system by maintaining an opening percentage of 60% of the valve, for the minimum,
medium, and high roughness values. The pressure drop values were 59.133, 58.255 and 58.04 kPa
respectively. Observing the results, we can see the little variation in the pressure drop value when
changing the surface roughness values for a 60% valve opening. Figure 6 shows the velocity profile

with a maximum value of 9.71 m/s for the valve opening percentage of 60%.

Velocit
Plane

9.712e+00
7.284e+00
4.856e+00
2.428e+00

0.000e+00
[m s*-1]

Fig. 6. Velocity profile for a medium valve opening
level, maximum flow rate and maximum roughness
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As the final diagram completes the 27 treatments, Figure 7 illustrates the pressure drop of the
fluid when the globe valve is at its maximum opening percentage.

Plans 1 Q-1 Ra-l %A+l P Q0  Ra:-l %A+l Plane 1 Q:+1  Rai-l  %A:+l

2.923e+02 2.700e+02
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2.837e+02 [ 2.386e+02 I

kPa) [kPa)
Drasure Q-1 Ra:0  %A:+1 Ersssre Q:0 Ra:0  %A:+1 Efessire Q:+1  Ra:0 %A+l
3.000e+02 3.008e+02 3.014e+02

2.967e+02 2.858e+02

2.925e+02 2.702e+02

2.545e+02

2.999e+02 [ 2.842e+02 11 2.389e+02 111
Pa] [kPa] [kPa]
Pressure Pressure Pressure
Plane 1 Q:-1 Ra: +1 %A: +1 Plane 1 Qo Ra: +1 %A: +1 Plane 1 Q:+1 Ra: +1 %A: +1
3.008e+02 3.014e+02

2.653e+02

2.882e+02 2.472e+02

" 2.840e+02 T | 2.202e+02 [0
[kPa] [kPa]

Fig. 7. Tests for pressure drop for a maximum valve opening level

For the maximum valve opening percentage, the pressure drop values are displayed as the
minimum from the conducted experiments, varying both the flow rate and the roughness. The
pressure drop values for the 100% opening percentage, in addition to being the lowest, present little
variation between experiments, a case similar to that of the 60% opening percentage. Figure 8 below
shows the case of 100% valve opening percentage with maximum flow and maximum roughness,
obtaining values around 7.98 m/s of fluid velocity, highlighting that the greater the valve opening,
the less increase in fluid velocity there will be through the system.

Veloci
Plane

7.981e+00
5.985e+00
3.990e+00
1.995e+00

0.000e+00
[m s*-1]

Fig. 8. Velocity profile for a maximum valve opening
level, maximum flow rate and maximum roughness
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Due to complications in the visual analysis of the results, the statistical tool of variance analysis
(ANOVA) is employed. This tool enables the correlation of all results and helps identify which factors
are genuinely significant for the investigated system. as shown in Table 3 below.

Table 3

ANOVA of the simulated system

Sources of variation Sum of squares DF Mean sum of square F-ratio P-value
A:Q 36548.9 1 36548.9 85.74 0.0000
B: %A 16936.7 1 16936.7 39.73 0.0000
C:Ra 0.0828245 1 0.0828245 0.00 0.9890
AA 4035.66 1 4035.66 9.47 0.0068
AB 22594.7 1 22594.7 53.01 0.0000
AC 0.724717 1 0.724717 0.00 0.9676
BB 5546.74 1 5546.74 13.01 0.0022
BC 8.42358 1 8.42358 0.02 0.8899
CC 0.0538338 1 0.0538338 0.00 0.9912
Total error 7246.28 17 426.252

Total (corr.) 113756, 26

The ANOVA Table 3 partitions the variability of AP into separate components for each effect, then
assesses the statistical significance of each effect by comparing its mean square against an estimate
of the experimental error. In this case, five effects have a P-value less than 0.05, indicating their
significant difference from zero at a 95.0% confidence level.

By excluding the effects of non-significant factors and their interactions, the R-Square statistic
suggests that the adjusted model explains 93.621% of the variability in PD. The adjusted R-squared
statistic, more suitable for comparing models with different numbers of independent variables, is
92.1022%. The standard error of the estimate reveals that the standard deviation of the residuals is
18.5888. The mean absolute error (MAE) of 14.5004 represents the average value of the residuals.
The Durbin-Watson (DW) statistic tests the residuals for significant correlations based on the data
order. Since the P-value is greater than 5.0%, there is no indication of serial autocorrelation in the
residuals at the 5.0% significance level.

The Pareto diagram depicted in Figure 9 visually displays the significant effects of the conducted
experiments concerning the response variable. It indicates that, to a greater extent, the maximum
value of the flow rate is the effect most closely related to the pressure drop in the system.
Simultaneously, the minimum value of the opening percentage significantly influences the pressure
drop. However, it is noteworthy that the surface roughness does not significantly affect the pressure
drop.

A:Q
AB

B:%A

BB
AA

!
|
|
|
l
sc | I
H
|
|

AC
C:Ra
CcC

1 1 1 1 1

2 4 6 8 10
Fig. 9. Pareto diagram of the standardized effect for AP of the system
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From the preceding Figure 10, we can emphasize the non-linearity of the factors Q and %A in the
valve system concerning the pressure drop AP. This highlights the impact of these effects on the
behavior of the response variable.

90

70

50

30

10

-10

[T T[T [T rrrrrr[rrr]
1111111111111111111111111

-30

0.001 0.03 20 100
Q %A
Fig. 10. Plot of main effects with respect to AP of the system

The interaction of effects illustrated in Figure 11 reveals that for the minimum level of Q, the
variation in %A is not significant for the AP of the system. However, for the medium and maximum
levels of Q, the variation in %A becomes indeed significant for the AP of the system. When relating
to various studies such as those developed by Joshi et al., [33] where they applied CFD computational
tools to model a particulate fluid, they stand out as relevant factors that influence the pressure drop
at high flow rates. Through the pipe, and the increase in roughness in sections of appreciable lengths.
The short measurement path has led us to conclude that roughness was not of great importance for
the system studied in the present study.

200 F %A=20 ]
160 |- -
120 - -
80 - ]
40 - %A=100 N
i %A=100 .
0+ %A=20 —
0.001 0.03

Q
Fig. 11. Effects interaction plot for the AP of the system

In the preceding Figure 12, the behavior of the pressure drop is visually depicted through color
profiles of the fluid passing through a globe valve. It emphasizes that the lower the opening
percentage and the higher the flow, the greater the value of the pressure drop. Subsequently, the
regression model for the evaluated system is obtained and represented as follows

AP = 33.3123 + 4317.48Q — 2.03044%A + 123352Q2 — 74.8144Q%A + (1.24171E —
10)QRa + 0.0190031%A2 (3)
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Fig. 12. Contour map of the pressure drop of a fluid across the valve

Reviewing the literature highlights the influence presented by using CFD tools for the study of
mechanics of fluids in motion flows, and the importance of interacting with DOE statistic techniques
which allow optimizing and obtaining these regression models by having greater reading accuracy in
vital variables such as pressure drop, dimensions, physical characteristics of the tubers,
concentrations of particulate matter, among other factors, as indicated by Ahmadi et al., [34] in their
study.

4. Conclusions

An analysis utilizing Design of Experiments (DOE) statistical techniques for a response surface
model of the experimental factors, along with the application of Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD),
enabled the numerical prediction of the pressure drop behavior of a fluid as it passes through a globe
valve.

A notable finding is that the roughness of materials commonly used for valve manufacturing does
not significantly impact the pressure drop of a fluid flowing through these systems. However, the
opening percentage of the globe valve proves to be significant, especially in scenarios where the flow
is relatively high.

The methodology employed to derive equations that incorporate various influencing factors on
pressure drop can be applied to a range of accessories within the field of fluid mechanics. This
approach yields an academic product derived from computational experimentation.

It is recommended to pursue similar studies involving various types of accessories within fluid
mechanics. This approach serves as a valuable method for teaching and learning in the realms of
computational fluid mechanics and statistical analysis through the application of the Design of
Experiments (DOE).

A pressure drop of 73% was presented when an opening percentage of 20% was used, maximum
flow rate and the maximum roughness of the study developed. and a minimum pressure drop value
of 0,049 kPa for minimum flow conditions, maximum opening, and surface roughness of the valve.

It is recommended to use the combination of CFD techniques and DOE strategies, to develop
further research around the pressure drop, when conditions such as pipe diameter, shape and
configuration of a valve are varied.
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